IV

DISSENT AMONG THE SCHISMATICS
AND THE HISTORY OF THE PRIESTISTS

IN 1645 Tsar Alexis, through Patriarch Nikon, addressed a series
of questions to Paisius, the Patriarch of Constantinople, con-
cerning the dissension over the missals and rituals in the Rus-
sian church. Paisius, speaking for himself and the council of tta
Greek clergy, answered as follows:
Your Holiness complains vehemently of the differences in some rituals
noticeable in some churches and believes that they are corrupting GUI
faith. The idea is praiseworthy, since one who dreads small errors pro-
tects himself against greater ones, but the intent should be corrected,
since the heretics whom the Apostle by first and second precept com-
mands us to renounce are one thing, and the schismatics quite an-
other. It was not at the inception that the church acquired the present
ritual but gradually and in every church at a different period. Prior
to St. Damascenus and Cosmus, we did not have troparia, nor hymns
to glorify our Saviour, the Virgin Mary, and the Saints, nor did we have
church canons. However, so long as the same religion was immutably
observed none of this aroused dissension in the churches, and there
were neither heretics nor schismatics. Nothing has changed since those
days and one must not think the Orthodox faith corrupted because
some observe differently the unessential rites, i. e., those unrelated to
the articles and dogmas of faith.
This view of the Greek Patriarch, expressed on the eve of the
Schism, subsequently was not supported either by him personally
or by any other authoritative member of the Eastern church.
Speaking through the two Patriarchs of Antioch and Alexandria,